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■h: Tho Assistant Socrotary of -X'av « ' • ; 

. • ' "r.ild V . • " •; A A "A 7 

A Major General . iV • Loiloy Irwin, ■ W : •< 

.. Interim' pi raptor;/ ESUy,.- war Department, ' .. v 7 
'A A' A; ' •, *7 ; A.A/.I •• V'v A;,\ : ; 

Request f or -Do termination- of tha 77 A,- A;y A- /■ 


Subject: ,.v. t 

-/'Future Statue, of - FEU 'A- 
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yA . On 17 Oc t obc r , 1943 ’ I, subYai t ted : a raorloraridiiiA to , 

• the Assistant '.Secretary -of : V/ar, v Sub joct :;' Status of Morale 
A: in strategic Service s: Unit /^stressing the urgent need for . Ay- 
clarification of tho status of the SSU if its asootc wore 
to bo preserved* Since then the liquidation of its wartime 
activities lias boon . practically completed.*' Profitable in- 
telllgonco operations ha vo 'been maintained, but tho assets 
of tho organisation continuo to bo sapped by attrition of 
high grade porsonnol, and its moral© lowered at a- rate 
accelerated by continuing obscurity in tho Unit«s future* 
Assets vanish alarmingly despite tho gonorous and construc- 
tive support of the United by all officials of the War De- 
partment responsible for its maintenance* Long— range planning 
and commitmonts are not possible under tho circumstances* 


Sine© tho establishment of tho Control Intollicenco 


Authority on[22 


1946*) the disposition of the SSU 
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v/ith rospcct to that Authority h as remained undo elded, 

I lore over, otlicr disturbing circumstances ha\o 
arisen v;hlch tend further to postpono decision. I rofor to 
criticisms from various sources -of certain aspects of SGU 
tending to raiso doubt. as to its value as an ontlty for uso 
in tho Contra! Intelligence Group. Sono of thoso ciritlcisns 
toko tho cheap and familiar fora of innuondo reflecting on 
the ' eonpo tone o of the personnel and security of the Unit. 
Distorted facts and she or opinions aro expressed by in- 
^divi dials v/hp Could not 'bp familiar .wi th the current methods 
of operation, assets, or. If given favorable conditions, the. 
potentialities of the organisation. On the other hand, some 
rational questionings havo boon raised an to the propriety 
of tho continuance of certain activities, such as liaison 
with foroign intoillgonco services, end semi-overt group 
activities in support of occupational forces. 

Both tho irresponsible criticism of the organization 

v 

and the justifiable queries as to the appropriate nature and 
scope of its functions are causing indecision and delay 
respecting the future employment of S3U. Tho delay is serious 
In the national interest, immediate and authoritative study 

should bo given to the problom. 

On 15 January 1946, I submitted to Major General 

S. LeRoy Irwin a statement of the assets of tho SSU as of 
that date (Tab A). Those assets are believed to bo verifiable 
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by an objective survey. 

A sound appraisal of tho so ussots by representa- 
tives of tho members of tho national Intolligonco Authority 
should clarify the situation and expedite central 'employment 
of existing assets of tho SSU, thoir placement olsowhore, 
or their ordorly liquidation by tho War Department. 


Ho commends tiona : 

That, for the purpose of obtaining an early de- 
cision as to the appropriate disposition of the assets of 
tho SSU, tho Secretary of War requost tho immediate convening 
of a committee consisting of roproaontativoo of the mombors 
of tho National Intelligence Authority to:, . 

a. Obtain at tho oarlioot practicable date 


anj} objective analysis of tho functions and. assets of tho 


"sbU and an appraisal of their .valuo for employment ( operationally 
in the Central' 'Intelligence ' Group. 1 .. fy ■; h, c>i - ’: A ?>.. bjK 
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b. ' ....To ■ rocommohd to. tho national Intelligence 
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Authority soocific, and. .pfompt action basod^upon the. com- 
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